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EUROPE’S COMP:ETITIVENESS: THE PROBLEM

“The commercialization of research results is insufficient. Much of the knowledge generated in research 
institutions remains commercially unexploited… The links between higher education and business are weak and 
researchers have few incentives to become entrepreneurs”

“The limited development of angel investors, venture capital (VC) and growth finance is an important driver of 
the financial gap of innovative start-ups in the EU” 

“Europe is suffering from skills gaps across the economy, reinforced by a declining labour force. The European 
economy displays from persistent skills shortages in several sectors and occupations, for both low- and high-
skilled workers.”

The future of European competitiveness: Report by Mario Draghi

EUROPE'S COMPETITIVENESS: THE PROBLEM



EIT: BOOSTING EUROPE’S 
COMPETITIVENESS

The EIT creates sustainable innovation ecosystems that 
enhance Europe’s competitiveness, by:

1. Connecting Universities, Companies and Research 
Centres across Europe to work together on 
innovative solutions to major global challenges.

2. Providing pioneering programmes on innovation & 
entrepreneurial education

3. Ensuring that our ecosystems are financially sustainable 
and able to generate private investments



WHAT IS THE EIT?  

WHERE ARE WE IN HORIZON EUROPE?



WHO DO WE WORK WITH?

More than 2 400 Key players from across Europe 
and beyond, including:

• 1 400 + companies (including SMEs)
• 500 + universities and higher education 

institutions
• 350 + research centres
• 250 cities, regions, and NGOs 
• And many more…!



WHAT DO WE DO?
EDUCATION & SKILLS
Creating future innovators:
Deliver entrepreneurs and provide business and
industry with a skilled workforce

BUSINESS CREATION 
Turning ideas into businesses.

Help start-ups and ventures to start and accelerate 
the growth of their business.

INNOVATION
Breaking down the barriers for collaboration:
Innovation projects between universities, research
organisations and business that helps to turn
research into commercial products and services

WATCH VIDEO 

WATCH VIDEO 

WATCH VIDEO

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNMuIPkShfI&list=PLtrbh42hbiPq4RybZS01n3HdQAr3Fj3BV&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayvLeG3pnlw&list=PLtrbh42hbiPq4RybZS01n3HdQAr3Fj3BV&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RNMuIPkShfI&list=PLtrbh42hbiPq4RybZS01n3HdQAr3Fj3BV&index=4


HOW DO WE DO IT?

• Our activities are offered through public and private
partnerships called, EIT Knowledge and Innovation
Communities (KICs). Each partnership is focused on a
global challenge and brings together the key players in
the sector

• The role of the EIT as an independent EU body,
orchestrating the partnerships is crucial for their
success

EIT KNOWLEDGE & INNOVATION COMMUNITIES 



EIT KNOWLEDGE & INNOVATION COMMUNITIES (KICs)

*Call text expected early 2025

MEET THE EIT KNOWLEDGE & INNOVATION (KICs)

EIT CLIMATE-KIC

Accelerating the transition to 
a zero-carbon economy

EIT DIGITAL

Drive Europe’s digital 
transformation

Achieve a sustainable energy 
future for Europe

EIT INNOENERGY EIT HEALTH

Healthier lives for EU Citizens

EIT RAWMATERIALS

Develop raw materials into a 
major strength for Europe

EIT MANUFACTURING EIT FOOD EIT URBAN MOBILITY

EIT CULTURE & 
CREATIVITY

EIT WATER

Increase Europe’s manufacturing 
competitiveness

Lead a global revolution in food 
production & innovation

Smart, green & integrated 
transport

Unite Europe’s creatives 
COMING SOON*

THE EIT KICS AND THEIR 
PARTNERS MAKE UP THE 
EIT COMMUNITY



OUR IMPACT SO FAR



WHAT MAKES THE EIT UNIQUE?



1. FINANCIALLY SUSTAINABLE PARTNERSHIPS

YEAR 0 YEAR 15 

EIT KICs are set up for a 15-year 
period, long-term financing 
allows them to make a real 
structural impact in their 
sectors and industries

The older the KIC gets, the less 
funding they receive from the EIT 
as they can generate their own 
revenue. 

The EIT steers KICs towards 
financial independence. 

The EIT’s first three KICs 
conclude their cycle in 2024 (EIT 
InnoEnergy, EIT Digital and 
Climate KIC)

The EC’s Innovative Europe Study 
(2024)  has found that EIT KICs 
can leverage every 1 EUR 
invested up to 8 EUR in return in 
average



2. INNOVATION & 
ENTREPRENEURIAL EDUCATION

• The demand for skills in Europe is high.
As part of Horizon Europe, the EIT is the only EU 
innovation instrument dedicated to integrating 
education and skills with research and business.

• Thanks to the expertise within KICs and their base of 
business and industry members, the EIT can both map 
and offer education programmes that respond to 
today’s market demands. 

• The EIT is currently training one million workers in 
deep tech areas such as artificial intelligence, 
biotechnology, advanced computing and more!



WHAT IS THE EIT?  

The EIT and its KICs have developed a unique 
expertise in the market in setting up a networks 
of actors and building the trust needed to gain 
rapid traction. 

The EIT sitting at the center of Europe’s largest 
innovation network is able to leverage this 
expertise and scale efficiently and effectively to 
address policy priorities. 

Key examples of this are the EIT Deep Tech
Talent Initiative, The EIT Regional Innovation
Scheme, the EIT Higher Education Initiative
and the Net – Zero Skills Academies

3. A TOOL FOR EU POLICY 
IMPLEMENTATION



TESTIMONIALS

'EIT has been there 
form the beginning, 
supporting us 
with pitch training 
sessions, innovation 
management 
and commercialisation
related courses. EIT 
gave me the chance to 
be an entrepreneur.’

'Working together as 
the EIT community, 
we make things 
happen across the 
continent: from 
student to 
entrepreneur, from 
lab to market, from 
idea to solution.’

'An extraordinary 
experience: the EIT 
Community was very 
supportive when it was 
difficult to find the capital 
for early-stage 
development and provides 
instrumental help to 
connect to the right 
stakeholders and skilled 
employees – so important 
for our growth.’

We value the expertise, 
persistence, and 
outreach that the EIT 
has offered us.  
Providing this highly 
competent hands-on 
fundraising support is a 
strongly needed and 
effective measure to 
secure and enable 
scaling of European 
deep tech innovations.

EIT expanded 
opportunities for 
academic and 
non-academic 
communities, fostering 
international connections 
and enriching our 
network, while providing 
a dynamic framework for 
regional
and global initiatives.

TESTIMONIALS

Iliana Ivanova 
Commissioner for Innovation, 
Research, Culture, Education, 

and Youth

Peter Carlsson,
CEO of Northvolt

Mohamed Elamir,
co-founder of Woamy,
EIT Label Alumni

Catherine Schreiber,
co-founder ADVITOS

Prof. Dr Thomas Stumpp
Vice President for Business, 
HM Hochschule Munchen 
University of Applied Sciences



WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT US



HOW TO GET INVOLVED



OPPORTUNITIES & OPEN CALL | eit.europa.eu/our-activities/opportunities

EIT CORE ACTIVITIES | eit.europa.eu/activities

ECOSYSTEM MAP | eit.europa.eu/eit-ecosystem-map

EIT CAMPUS | eit-campus.eu

INNOVATE WITH US 
eit.europa.eu

https://eit.europa.eu/our-activities/opportunities
https://eit.europa.eu/activities
https://eit.europa.eu/eit-ecosystem-map
https://eit.europa.eu/


INNOVATE WITH US
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